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Sample Theme Slide from The Picture of Dorian Gray

'heme Statement: In The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde explores the conceps of vanity and
reveals that a fascination with appearance and looks can cause people to absess over their imperfections.

Explanation and Analysis: Throughou th noveland through variouscharcters, Wilde explores he dangr hat occurs
withsuperfcal vaity. Dorian Gray s the main charsee hat cntribues 1 his thtne, The ormption o his nner sl i it

“This obsession he has with HimselF s what s illng him from the insid out - he cannot getover that stte of
‘mind ofagonizing over his own perfection. Wide wrotetha th individuals whotey 10 rasp the concep of art are going 1o just dig.
themselves ito & hole and have no intention 0 prove anyihing (0 anyone. Furthermore, those that ry 0 ind the meaning 1o
Someone lse’s at arejus setting themselves up t lose sight of hemselves because they get caught upin searching for mesning
when they cannot find what thy scck. Just like Dorian - he tricsto grasp the concepts ofhis oven portrst which is ulimatcly killing.
b, He i seaching for the true meaning of the porrit, no knowing tht the meaning will never appear because there sn't one
beyond his own concepion. Because ther s no meaning, Dorian actually just aets lostinthe act o looking a himself and admiring
what he fecls i the perfacion of his eatures, Thus it becomes a matir of simpl vanity. This vanity s the driving fctor of his own
carmuption and foss of anything good within him. Vanity is portrayed at the evl thing within human beings tht cannat be fully

o il s h et ht 4l by i By e e of h ook g e fomes b e, Do

5. Thereis no regre or sory for sl he has done. Al he has lef is beauty of eature, His soul s lost forevr.
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Explanation of the SYMBOLS Slide

PART II - SYMBOL slide:

A, Following the THEME SLIDE, you will have a slde for a SYMBOL. Complete the following for
the symbol:

1 Choose an image/object that appears as a symbol in your novel. Make sure you think of a
symbol that helps to convey the theme you wrote about in the previous slde.
Find a picture of that symbol from the internet and insert into the slide.

3. Write a thoughtful paragraph (6-8 sentences) that explains the connections between the
symbol and the theme you chose in the first slide:

. Your paragraph response should incorporate quotations (at least 1) that support your
assertions.
il. Make sure that the quotes are completely blended into a sentence, documented

correctly (refer back to the word slide if you need reminding of how to do this), and
adequatel,

alyzed.
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Sample Symbol Slide from The Picture of Dorian Gray

‘Symbol: the actual portrait of Dorian Gray —» conneeted to the THEME of
VANITY

Expl
Dorian G
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Explanation of the WORD Slide

PART I: WORD Slide:

1. Type the MOST SIGNIFICANT SINGLE WORD from your novel. (Think about the
theme and the symbol you analyzed)

2. Copy the quote where the significant word appears, citing it correctly,ex: (Bronte
56).

3. Using the dictionary, write the most accurate definition of the word according to how.
itis used in the quote.

4. Ina thoughtful paragraph (6-8 sentences), discuss the context of quote you chose
AND why this word is this most important word from the novel. (THINK: you could
have chosen any word...but this is the word that sticks out to you the most when you
think of the people, events, and ideas in your novel.
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Sample Word Slide from The Picture of Dorian Gray

‘Word: Fascination — connected to the symbolism of the portrait — connected to the theme of
VANITY

Definition: to draw irresistibly the atiention and interest of someone

Quote: “There was a horrible fascination in them all. He saw them at night, and they troubled his,

imagination in the daty” (Wilde 151),

Explanation & Analysis: The word fascination represents the driving force behind the plot and all of the
characters throughout The Picture of Dorian Gray. At the heart of Dorian Gray's character is how he is
especially motivated by his fascination in regards to beauty and knowledge and reflects on these principles
frequently, often to his detriment. However, this fascination can be seen in every other character as well - from
Basil's unhealthy fascination with Dorian, o the superficial fascination that Sybil’s mother has with high
society. Every single character holds a fascination that motivates them to act in they way that they do. In the
quote above, Dorian has become fascinated with the characters presented in the yellow book. It becomes
almost an obsession for him, and the characters real people. Overall, all the characters have  morbid

fascination with that which is most unhealthy for them,
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English II - K/H Independent Novel Circle Project

e Circle Project: Literary Analysis of themes, how themes are
represented by symbols, and how big ideas can connect to
powerful diction.

® This is a SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT grade. Refer to this Google
Slides for examples of the slides so you can gauge your own
analysis.
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Analysis Project Info:

e Originally, this was a poster project. I have converted it to a google slides
project due to COVID and online learning. However, I am going to insert
some pictures of project examples for you to see.

e For upperclassmen levels (English III and IV K/AP/DC), students are
expected to find multiple themes and symbols.

* You will only be identifying the MAIN theme and a connecting SYMBOL
and WORD.

e Itisimportant to see how much writing and analysis is involved in this
project, so there are sample projects - both poster (no longer allowed) and
electronic (google slides) embedded into these directions.
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Analysis Project Explanatio
This project counts as an SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT for this grading period.

e ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS:

1. You are creating a strands of analysis that all begin with ONE word
from your novel: a word that you feel is the most important, most
relevant word in the novel. This ONE word will then need to connect
to ONE SYMBOL and ONE THEMATIC CONCEPT.

2. Read all directions carefully before choosing your WORD, SYMBOL
and THEME. You may have to make adjustments of your word or
symbol along the way so that your analysis is not forced or superficial.

3. Ultimately, you are creating one cohesive strand of connection:

a. THEME -> SYMBOL ->WORD
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Sample (pre-Covid) poster project from and English I/IV student

Note: Tney had fo create 3 sfrands of analysis, E2 only does 1:

Most Important Word: Influence
Symbol 1: The Yellow Book - it from someone who has a negative
influence on the main character

Theme 1: In th picture of Dorian Grey,Oscar Wilde reflects on the
den of negtive nfluences and reveas hat negative consequences
happen when an individual allows himselfto fll pey to persuasive
pover.

Symbol 2: Portrait of Dorian Grey - negative influence that consumes
Dorian Grey with ideal of beauty

‘Theme 2: Oscar Wilde highlights the contrast o realty versus
appearance, demonstrating that the superficial nature of society can
lead people (influence) to make decisions they may later regret

Symbol 3: The Opium Bottl - an escape mechanism that further
influences Dorian Grey to lostsight ofall morls.

‘Theme 3: Oscar Wilde explores the concept of valuing beauty over
‘morality in Victorian times, revealing that when the two re so
intertwined, people are influenced to make devastating choices.
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More sample poster projects:

**NOTE: This project is designed to showcase your in depth knowledge and analysis of your novel. Look at how
‘much the students wrote and analyzed!"*
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Explanation of the THEME Slide

A

EME SLIDE. In this slide, complete the following:

Type out a thematic statement that shows the universal idea that connects the symbol and the significant word to
the WORK AS A WHOL!
i, Remember, a thematic concept

a thematic statement,

i, The thematic statement tlls us what we lear ABOUT that concept that applies o all mankind. It
must be written as a COMPLETE SENTENCE and it must NOT include specifi references to
characters i the novel.

il Your thematic statement does not need to use the significant word tself but should be clearly related
it
Thenovel ___by___ explores the idea of (thematic concept) and reveals(LIFE.
LESSON)

FOR YOUR THEMATIC STATEMENT, writc a thoughtful paragraph (810 scntences) that explains how the.
word and the symbol connect to your thematic statement through the events and characters o the novel.
i, Your paragraph response should incorporatc quotations (at cast 2) that support your assertons.
ii. Make sure that the quotes are completely blended into a sentence, documented correctly, and
adequately analyzed.





